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Objective: 1) To demonstrate that organ donation from patients who have 
suffered lethal burn injuries is possible. 

Abstract: We present a case report and review of the literature of organ 
transplantation from the burn unit. Our index case involves a 19 year old 
female who was involved in a motor vehicle collision in which she 
sustained 97% total body surface area burn, all full thickness, and a 
significant inhalation injury. After discussing the grim prognosis with the 
family, they decided to make the patient comfort care and allow the 
patient to die. Before we withdrew all supportive care, the family 
mentioned that the patient had expressed wishes to donate her organs 
if that situation ever arose. Most patients who have suffered a lethal 
burn injury are not good candidates for organ donation, however 
considering how young the patient was and the fact that the she had no 
other medical issues, we investigated the option and contacted the local 
Life Gift liaison. The patient was a candidate. The patient was taken to 
the pre-op holding area and all life support measures were withdrawn. 
The patient was pronounced dead and was rapidly transferred to the 
operating room where her kidneys were removed and ultimately 
transplanted to two recipients. 

There are few reports of burn patients donating organs at the time of 
death, so this case report should make the burn community aware that 
this is sometimes an option. There needs to be frank discussion with the 
family of the expected outcomes and the possibility of organ donation. 
Like this case shows, most donors will be non-heart beating donors since 
the likelihood of brain death is remote. The coordination with Life Gift 
and the harvesting team is of ultimate importance if there is to be viable 
organs to donate. 



 


